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WEEK 1
PART I

KEYS TO THE
KINGDOM



DAY 1
SUNDAY

SERMON REFLECTION

Scripture: Matthew 16:15-19 (NLT)
(15) Then he asked them, “But who do you say 
I am?” (16) Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” (17) Jesus 
replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, 
because my Father in heaven has revealed this to 
you. You did not learn this from any human being. 
(18) Now I say to you that you are Peter (which 
means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer 
it. (19) And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will be 
forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on 
earth will be permitted in heaven.”

Outline: 
1. Keys represent authority, responsibility, access, 
and privilege.

2. Jesus has more faith in you than you do in 
yourself.
• God has always entrusted his people with 
more than they can handle and things beyond 
their pay grade. 

• Jesus is enlisting you in the Kingdom and he’s 
demonstrating it by giving you the keys to his 
Kingdom.

3. You have been given an irrevocable spiritual 
authority.

***Reflection on Next Page***



DAY 1
SUNDAY

SERMON REFLECTION

Reflection: 
1. Have you lost your keys?
2. How can I start?
• Two things you can start today:

1.  Pray
• Can you imagine what could happen if we 
all prayed for our church-wide goals all 
year long?

• Can you imagine if we could see double 
the salvations this year?

2. Participate
• Everyday you will get chances to 
participate in the Kingdom—take your 
keys with you wherever you go

• Have a ‘yes’ in your heart at all times
• You will have big moments and small 
moments

• ‘Transform all things through small things!’



DAY 2
MONDAY

DEVOTIONAL

Scripture: Matthew 16: 15-19 (NLT)
(15) Then he asked them, “But who do you say 
I am?” (16) Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” (17) Jesus 
replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, 
because my Father in heaven has revealed this to 
you. You did not learn this from any human being. 
(18) Now I say to you that you are Peter (which 
means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer 
it. (19) And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will be 
forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on 
earth will be permitted in heaven.”

Devotional: 
We heard in the sermon yesterday and read in 
the Sermon Reflection that “Jesus has more faith 
in you than you have in yourself.” So true! We are 
way over our heads here! God gives each one of 
us immense authority to represent him and his 
kingdom power on earth. He actually authorizes 
us to join him as he advances his Kingdom here on 
earth. We are instruments of his rule and reign on 
earth. He extends heaven through us on earth!

This is what Jesus means when he says that he 
gives us the “keys of the Kingdom”. But this is the 
thing: these keys do no good unless we use them! 
If we don’t exercise the authority that God has



DAY 2
MONDAY

DEVOTIONAL

given us by proclaiming that Jesus is the true King, 
by worshipping him and him alone, by praying for 
the sick, by seeking forgiveness for those we have 
wronged, then we are missing the whole point. So 
let’s not miss the point! Let’s do this thing and do 
these two exercises.

Exercise:
Take five minutes and do these things: 

1. Ask God to come upon you by his Spirit and 
rest on you. Dial down your emotions, focus on 
him, and quietly worship him. You are in the very 
presence of the King. You are on holy ground. 
Stay in this posture for 5 full minutes.

2. Make a Pledge to join him in advancing the 
Kingdom of Heaven this week. Fulfill your pledge 
by doing one of these three things this week. 
Report back how you did to your Small Group, 
friend or spouse. 

• Pray for a sick person. 

• Spend some time with a discouraged and 
lonely person. Encourage them in their faith. 

• Give food to a hungry person today. 



DAY 3
TUESDAY

LECTIO DEVINA
Lectio Devina, which simply means divine reading, is a reading of scripture with the intent 
to hear God’s heart and mind through the scriptures.   Lectio Divina has been used in the 
Church from its beginning.  We even see it used in the Old Testament when the priest read 

the scriptures and the people listened and then responded as God led them.

When practicing Lectio Divina is it important to prepare our minds and hearts. Find a 
comfortable and quiet place to sit with this scripture.

With each reading there will be questions for you to reflect on.  Or maybe God will lead you 
to reflect in another way.

Scripture:  Matthew 16:15-19 (NLT)
(15) Then he asked them, “But who do you say 
I am?” (16) Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” (17) Jesus 
replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, 
because my Father in heaven has revealed this to 
you. You did not learn this from any human being. 
(18) Now I say to you that you are Peter (which 
means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer 
it. (19) And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will be 
forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on 
earth will be permitted in heaven.”

Silence (2 minutes)

Scripture: Matthew 16:15-19/Silence (2 minutes)

Question: What words or phrases stand out to 
you?

Scripture: Matthew 16:15-19/Silence (2 minutes)

***Continue on Next Page***



DAY 3
TUESDAY

LECTIO DEVINA

Reflect: Ask God what he wants to highlight for 
you personally.  Maybe it is something from the 
scripture or it could be something completely 
different.  Jesus, give me ears to hear. 

Scripture: Matthew 16:15-19/Silence (2 minutes)

Pray: Spend time in prayer thanking Jesus for 
this time and ask him to give you a sense of his 
presence throughout the week.



DAY 4
WEDNESDAY

FAITH IN ACTION

Scripture:  Matthew 16: 15-19
(15) Then he asked them, “But who do you say 
I am?” (16) Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” (17) Jesus 
replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, 
because my Father in heaven has revealed this to 
you. You did not learn this from any human being. 
(18) Now I say to you that you are Peter (which 
means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer 
it. (19) And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will be 
forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on 
earth will be permitted in heaven.”

Application: 
Using the keys of the Kingdom means using our 
God-entrusted authority to do the things that 
Jesus did. Jesus authorizes us to do the things 
that he did. He empowers us. He models it for us. 
Doing the things that Jesus did is the way that 
King Jesus has chosen to reach a dying world. 
Salvation and rescue will only happen if we put 
our faith into action.  God expects us to live for the 
sake of others. The question is: how can we put 
our faith into action?

Next Steps:
1. Pray for someone who is sick. As you ask God to 
set up a ‘divine appointment’ with someone who



DAY 4
WEDNEDAY

FAITHI N ACTION

is sick or suffering, watch how God leads you to 
someone who is sick or personally suffering. Put 
your faith into action by offering to pray for that 
person now, in the moment. You might just say: 
“Can I pray for you right now?”

2. Think of someone you have wronged and 
ask forgiveness for your part in damaging the 
relationship.

3. Serve someone in your neighborhood. Ask 
God to show you how you can practically serve 
someone and then follow through.



DAY 5
THURSDAY

PSALM

Scripture: Psalm 8:3-9 (NLT)
(3) When I look at the night sky and see the work 
of your fingers—
    the moon and the stars you set in place—
(4) what are mere mortals that you should think 
about them,
    human beings that you should care for them?
(5) Yet you made them only a little lower than God
    and crowned them with glory and honor.
(6) You gave them charge of everything you made,
    putting all things under their authority—
(7) the flocks and the herds
    and all the wild animals,
(8) the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea,
    and everything that swims the ocean currents.
(9) O Lord, our Lord, your majestic name fills the 
earth!

Questions for reflection: 
What has God put under your authority as one 
who holds the keys to the Kingdom? How can you 
live into that?  Think of ways you can grow in these 
areas. 



DAY 6
FRIDAY

DEVOTIONAL

Scripture: Matthew 16:15-19 (NLT)

Devotional:
In order to be able to grow, we must be willing 
to ‘Go’ like Jesus said. He has given us the keys to 
his Kingdom, and with those keys he equips us 
to go. He believes in us, giving us great authority 
to make his will happen in the lives of those 
around us. His call on us is to be an ambassador 
for the Kingdom — to make him famous to others 
around us. As we hold these keys, he speaks to us 
and guides us to some pretty crazy places! It’s a 
privilege and an honor to get to partner with the 
Spirit as closely as he allows, and yet so many of 
us forget we have this level of relationship right 
before us! 

Have you forgotten that you have spiritual 
authority in Christ? Better yet, have you forgotten 
that you serve a God who wants to be intimately 
acquainted with you? Sometimes this happens 
from a lack of spending time with God over 
time. Sometimes this happens because life 
circumstances throw us for a loop. 

Reminding yourself of who you are in Christ — 
that you hold the keys to an eternal Kingdom — 
both for the here and now, as well as reminding 
yourself that you have nothing you can do to earn 
God’s love, is a powerful part of what it means to 



DAY 6
FRIDAY

DEVOTIONAL

hold the keys he gives you. God loves you enough 
to give you the keys. He loves you enough to let you 
mess up and keep trying. He is not afraid of losing 
control of his kingdom. He simply asks that you 
would take the keys and confidently move forward, 
trusting his spiritual authority in your life, and 
showing up to respond to where he might lead you.

Exercise:
Take a minute to sit in a quiet space. Write down or 
speak out loud three names of God (provider, friend, 
comfort, healer, restorer, redeemer, savior, peace, 
etc). Speak or pray them out loud to God in faith. 
“God, you ARE my provider. You ARE my greatest 
friend. You ARE the God of all comfort. You ARE the 
prince of peace when I need it most.” Tell him what 
this means to you and what you need most right 
now.

Now, speak out loud who he says you are to him 
(son, daughter, worth dying for, one who he delights 
in, one who he loves to love). Speak them over 
yourself. “God, you say that I am worth dying for. I am 
your son/daughter and I am deeply loved. God, you 
delight in me!” 

End your time with God by praying for his Spirit to 
go with you today, as you wear the confidence of 
who he says you are. When you know who he is and 
who you are in him, you can take the keys to the 
kingdom and go!



DAY 7
SATURDAY

EXAMEN

Scripture: Matthew 16:15-19 (NLT)

1. How did you see God move this week?

2. What things did God invite you into this week 
and how did you respond?

3. What things did God talk to you about this 
week? What stuck out to you?

4. Where were you challenged by what Jesus said?

5. How did/can you grow?



WEEK 2

THE VIOLENT
TAKE IT BY FORCE

PART I



DAY 8
SUNDAY

SERMON REFLECTION

Scripture: Matthew 11:11-15
(11) “I tell you the truth, of all who have ever lived, 
none is greater than John the Baptist. Yet even the 
least person in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater 
than he is! (12) And from the time John the Baptist 
began preaching until now, the Kingdom of 
Heaven has been forcefully advancing, and violent 
people are attacking it. (13) For before John came, 
all the prophets and the law of Moses looked 
forward to this present time. (14) And if you are 
willing to accept what I say, he is Elijah, the one 
the prophets said would come. (15) Anyone with 
ears to hear should listen and understand!

Outline: 
The Violent Take it by Force
1. Context and Meaning
• What it cannot mean
1. Be literally violent
2. Be spiritually violent

• What it does mean:
1. People are crashing into the Kingdom.
2. People are ‘violent’ in their pursuit of Jesus and 
nothing will stop them.

***Reflection on Next Page***



DAY 8
SUNDAY

SERMON REFLECTION

Reflection: 
1. Has your fire gone out? Here are some indicators 
your passion for Jesus is waning:

• You sacrifice God before other, lesser things.
• Your worship is dwindled and is uninspired.
• Delays and struggles make you give up 
quickly.

2. How to rekindle your heart:
• Fast—get literally hungry, pray and cry out for 
it, spiritual disciplines, accountability, and the 
devotional with small groups for the series.



DAY 9
MONDAY

DEVOTIONAL

Scripture: Matthew 11:11-15 (NLT)
(11) “I tell you the truth, of all who have ever lived, 
none is greater than John the Baptist. Yet even the 
least person in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater 
than he is! (12) And from the time John the Baptist 
began preaching until now, the Kingdom of 
Heaven has been forcefully advancing, and violent 
people are attacking it. (13) For before John came, 
all the prophets and the law of Moses looked 
forward to this present time. (14) And if you are 
willing to accept what I say, he is Elijah, the one 
the prophets said would come. (15) Anyone with 
ears to hear should listen and understand!

Devotional: 
Let’s get honest and ask some tough questions 
of ourselves today: is your fire for God dimming? 
Maybe you are losing motivation to go to church 
or be a part of a small group. Maybe the fire for 
God that you once had is beginning to go out 
altogether. We all know people who have walked 
away from their faith, and this is always how it 
happens: the fire of their faith goes out. 

One of the reasons that the fire can go out in our 
lives is that we start looking to people, places or 
things to get what only God can give us. Maybe 
we need love, or maybe we need identity, or 
maybe we need comfort. Only God can give us



DAY 9
MONDAY

DEVOTIONAL

those things. But we go to other sources to get 
what only God can give. Don’t do that.

Instead, Pursue God with everything in you.  Don’t 
let anything get in your way: not fears, not pride, 
not ‘cares of this world’. Put to death your fears. 
Put to death your pride. Put to death caring what 
other people might think if you were to actually 
do what God is calling you to do. Violently pursue 
God instead. 

What would it look like for you to pursue God with 
everything in you?

Exercise:
Take five minutes and pray about these three 
things: 

1.  Ask God to show you one fear that you need 
to turn from. 

2. Ask God to show you one thing that you 
need to violently get rid of in your life. 

3. Consider fasting as a way of violently 
pursuing God.



DAY 10
TUESDAY

LECTIO DEVINA

Lectio Devina, which simply means divine reading, is a reading of scripture with the intent 
to hear God’s heart and mind through the scriptures.   Lectio Divina has been used in the 
Church from its beginning.  We even see it used in the Old Testament when the priest read 

the scriptures and the people listened and then responded as God led them.

When practicing Lectio Divina is it important to prepare our minds and hearts. Find a 
comfortable and quiet place to sit with this scripture.

With each reading there will be questions for you to reflect on.  Or maybe God will lead you 
to reflect in another way.

Scripture: Matthew 11:11-15 (NLT)
(11) “I tell you the truth, of all who have ever lived, 
none is greater than John the Baptist. Yet even the 
least person in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater 
than he is! (12) And from the time John the Baptist 
began preaching until now, the Kingdom of 
Heaven has been forcefully advancing, and violent 
people are attacking it. (13) For before John came, 
all the prophets and the law of Moses looked 
forward to this present time. (14) And if you are 
willing to accept what I say, he is Elijah, the one 
the prophets said would come. (15) Anyone with 
ears to hear should listen and understand!

Silence (2 minutes)

Scripture: Matthew 11:11-15/ Silence (2 minutes)

Question: What words or phrases stand out to 
you?

Scripture: Matthew 11:11-15/ Silence (2 minutes)

***Continue on Next Page***



DAY 10
TUESDAY

LECTIO DEVINA

Reflect: Ask God what he wants to highlight for 
you personally.  Maybe it is something from the 
scripture or it could be something completely 
different.  Jesus, give me ears to hear. 

Scripture: Matthew 11:11-15/ Silence (2 minutes)

Pray: Spend time in prayer thanking Jesus for 
this time and ask him to give you a sense of his 
presence throughout the week.



DAY 11
WEDNESDAY

FAITH IN ACTION

Scripture:  Matthew 11:11-15 (NLT)
(11) “I tell you the truth, of all who have ever lived, 
none is greater than John the Baptist. Yet even the 
least person in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater 
than he is! (12) And from the time John the Baptist 
began preaching until now, the Kingdom of 
Heaven has been forcefully advancing, and violent 
people are attacking it. (13) For before John came, 
all the prophets and the law of Moses looked 
forward to this present time. (14) And if you are 
willing to accept what I say, he is Elijah, the one 
the prophets said would come. (15) Anyone with 
ears to hear should listen and understand!

Application: 
Idolatry snuffs out our faith. Idols in our personal 
lives are enemies. The Bible says that idols are 
objects, people, or things that stand in place of 
God. An idol is something that we look to in order 
to get what only God can give. Idols can never 
satisfy our deepest needs. They are imposters. 
Paul called them ‘no gods’. A violent pursuit of God 
means rooting these stubborn imposters out of 
our lives. Here are two ways to do that.

***Next Steps on Next Page***



DAY 11
WEDNESDAY

FAITH IN ACTION

Next Steps:
1.  Fast. Fasting increases our appetite for God 
while it decreases our appetite for objects, 
people, or things that stand in place of God.  
Maybe you are not a person who has ever 
really fasted, but take some baby steps toward 
exercising this spiritual discipline. Start by simply 
missing one meal. The next week, work your way 
up to missing two meals. Then a day-long fast. 
Notice how you begin to become focused on 
God. 

2.  Ask God to show you one idol in your life. One 
object, person, or thing that you go to in order 
to get what only God can give you. Identify that 
imposter and violently exclude that thing from 
your life! 



DAY 12
THURSDAY

PSALM

Scripture: Psalm 63:1-8 (NLT) 
(1) O God, you are my God;
    I earnestly search for you.
My soul thirsts for you;
    my whole body longs for you
in this parched and weary land
    where there is no water.
(2) I have seen you in your sanctuary
    and gazed upon your power and glory.
(3) Your unfailing love is better than life itself;
    how I praise you!
(4) I will praise you as long as I live,
    lifting up my hands to you in prayer.
(5) You satisfy me more than the richest feast.
    I will praise you with songs of joy.
(6) I lie awake thinking of you,
    meditating on you through the night.
(7) Because you are my helper,
    I sing for joy in the shadow of your wings.
(8) I cling to you;
    your strong right hand holds me securely.

Questions for reflection: 
Where have you started to live out of self-reliance 
as opposed to desperation for God? What keeps 
you from your hunger for the Lord? Why or why 
not?



DAY 13
FRIDAY

DEVOTIONAL

Scripture: Matthew 11:11-15 (NLT)

Devotional:
We are called to “GO!” by Jesus — full force 
towards the Kingdom of God, bringing others 
with us as we go. A passion for Jesus doesn’t just 
happen. A passion for Jesus that propels us to 
race towards the kingdom happens when we 
encounter his presence, and when we learn of 
how much love he has for us and for the world 
around us. 

The passion in this scripture of ‘raiding the 
Kingdom of heaven’ takes consistent time 
pursuing God. We can pursue God in a variety 
of ways. The way you seek and find God is less 
important. What matters is that you center your 
heart, mind, and life in whatever ways it takes for 
you to meet with God. These spiritual rhythms and 
disciplines will shape your day unlike anything 
else. As we meet with God, our marriages look 
different. Our responses to our kids and our co-
workers look more like God and less like us.

The world needs us to show up in a way that 
makes the kingdom of God desirable. And one 
of the most effective ways we can do that and 
‘raid the kingdom of heaven’ in our own lives is 
to prioritize our time with God. It is not rocket 
science. If you find God and worship him



DAY 13
FRIDAY
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 by getting out in nature, then get out there! If 
meditating on scripture helps you center your 
heart and mind for the day, then start your day 
with lectio divina. Get creative and have fun with 
your spiritual disciplines. God loves to love you 
and meet with you, exactly how he created you! 

Exercise:
Come up with two spiritual disciplines for this 
week. If you need to hear from God, then set aside 
time each day to sit in silence with him. If you 
need to remind yourself of how powerful and in 
control God is, then get outside and stand in the 
beauty of nature. Whatever you can do to seek 
God and increase the passion with which you 
serve him, then do it. 

Commit to those two spiritual disciplines over the 
next week, and ask someone for accountability.



DAY 14
SATURDAY

EXAMEN

Scripture: Matthew 11:11-15 (NLT)

1. How did you see God move this week?

2. What things did God invite you into this week 
and how did you respond?

3. What things did God talk to you about this 
week? What stuck out to you?

4. Where were you challenged by what Jesus said?

5. How did/can you grow?



WEEK 3

HANDLING SNAKES
AND

DRINKING POISON

PART I



DAY 15
SUNDAY

SERMON REFLECTION

Scripture: Mark 16:15-18 (NLT)
(15) And then he told them, “Go into all the 
world and preach the Good News to everyone. 
(16) Anyone who believes and is baptized will 
be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will 
be condemned. (17) These miraculous signs will 
accompany those who believe: They will cast out 
demons in my name, and they will speak in new 
languages. (18) They will be able to handle snakes 
with safety, and if they drink anything poisonous, 
it won’t hurt them. They will be able to place their 
hands on the sick, and they will be healed.”

Outline: 
Theological Lesson:
1. This text is usually interpreted in 1 of 3 ways:

• You’re commanded to do it, so go and 
demonstrate your faith.

• You’re not commanded but reassured in case it 
happens.

• It’s metaphorical.
2. Quite honestly, I’m not that concerned with how 
you interpret this text—so long as it’s not #1–
because at the Vineyard we don’t ‘major in the 
minors’.

3.  Instead, stick to the main and plain

***Reflection on Next Page***



DAY 15
SUNDAY

SERMON REFLECTION

Reflection: 
Are you Proclaiming?

• To Everyone—all believers are called to 
everyone.

• Do you know your story?
• You can’t proclaim what you don’t know.
• Jesus has transformed and changed you.



DAY 16
MONDAY

DEVOTIONAL

Scripture: Mark 16:15-18 (NLT)
(15) And then he told them, “Go into all the 
world and preach the Good News to everyone. 
(16) Anyone who believes and is baptized will 
be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will 
be condemned. (17) These miraculous signs will 
accompany those who believe: They will cast out 
demons in my name, and they will speak in new 
languages. (18) They will be able to handle snakes 
with safety, and if they drink anything poisonous, 
it won’t hurt them. They will be able to place their 
hands on the sick, and they will be healed.”

Devotional: 
Coming into relationship with Jesus Christ and 
experiencing the good news causes us to have 
to do something! We can’t help ourselves...we 
have to do something! This passage describes 
two things we do: we proclaim to our friends and 
family how good the good news really is, and we 
demonstrate that good news by how we now live. 
That is just what the Good News causes us to do. 

But the cold, hard truth is that until that Good 
News gets deep in us and is actually transforming 
us, changing our behaviors, we really don’t have 
much to say to people. We don’t have much to 
proclaim.  And we may not really have much faith 
that might do something miraculous, like heal 
someone if I step out and pray for him or her. Not



DAY 16
MONDAY

DEVOTIONAL

much to demonstrate.  This isn’t good, so what can 
we do to get to the place where his proclamation 
of the Kingdom and demonstration of the 
Kingdom can happen? How can the Good News 
of Jesus Christ go deep in us and how can we 
experience the Good News?

Exercise:
Take five minutes to do these three things:

1. Turn to Jesus now. Turn from the things that 
are holding you back and let the good news that 
you are free from sin and alive to Christ sink into 
the soil of your being. Jesus went to his death to 
give you new life. Let that sink in.

2. Enjoy Jesus today. Enjoy the fact that you are 
free from Sin because you have been forgiven. 
Feel the freedom of being right with God. Enjoy 
the One who set you free. 

3. Be fulfilled in Jesus today. All the promises of 
God from the Old Testament are fulfilled in the 
Messiah Jesus. That means that we ourselves 
are fulfilled personally in Jesus. Ask God to show 
you how you are attempting to be fulfilled from 
sources other than Jesus. Turn from those illicit 
sources and turn to the only One who can fulfill 
you. Be fulfilled in Jesus and him alone.



DAY 17
TUESDAY

LECTIO DEVINA

Lectio Devina, which simply means divine reading, is a reading of scripture with the intent 
to hear God’s heart and mind through the scriptures.   Lectio Divina has been used in the 
Church from its beginning.  We even see it used in the Old Testament when the priest read 

the scriptures and the people listened and then responded as God led them.

When practicing Lectio Divina is it important to prepare our minds and hearts. Find a 
comfortable and quiet place to sit with this scripture.

With each reading there will be questions for you to reflect on.  Or maybe God will lead you 
to reflect in another way.

Scripture: Mark 16:15-18 (NLT)
(15) And then he told them, “Go into all the 
world and preach the Good News to everyone. 
(16) Anyone who believes and is baptized will 
be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will 
be condemned. (17) These miraculous signs will 
accompany those who believe: They will cast out 
demons in my name, and they will speak in new 
languages. (18) They will be able to handle snakes 
with safety, and if they drink anything poisonous, 
it won’t hurt them. They will be able to place their 
hands on the sick, and they will be healed.”

Silence (2 minutes)

Scripture:  Mark 16:15-18/Silence (2 minutes)

Question: What words or phrases stand out to 
you?

Scripture:  Mark 16:15-18/Silence (2 minutes)

***Continue on Next Page***



DAY 17
TUESDAY

LECTIO DEVINA

Reflect: Ask God what he wants to highlight for 
you personally.  Maybe it is something from the 
scripture or it could be something completely 
different.  Jesus, give me ears to hear. 

Scripture:  Mark 16:15-18/Silence (2 minutes)

Pray: Spend time in prayer thanking Jesus for 
this time and ask him to give you a sense of his 
presence throughout the week.



DAY 18
WEDNESDAY

FAITH IN ACTION

Scripture: Mark 16:15-18 (NLT)
(15) And then he told them, “Go into all the 
world and preach the Good News to everyone. 
(16) Anyone who believes and is baptized will 
be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will 
be condemned. (17) These miraculous signs will 
accompany those who believe: They will cast out 
demons in my name, and they will speak in new 
languages. (18) They will be able to handle snakes 
with safety, and if they drink anything poisonous, 
it won’t hurt them. They will be able to place their 
hands on the sick, and they will be healed.”

Application: 
We can have faith in Jesus but if we don’t put that 
faith into action, the Bible says that our faith is 
dead. We can believe in Jesus with all our heart, 
but if we don’t put our belief into action, our faith 
has no life. We need to demonstrate our faith, not 
just talk about it. Here are a few ways to bring our 
faith alive.

Next Steps:
1. Share your faith in Jesus with a work colleague 
or neighbor this week. A great way to share 
your faith is by becoming vulnerable with your 
colleague or neighbor and give an example 
of how you have failed in an area of your life. 
Then tell them about how God is changing your 
behaviors and your life is being transformed. 



DAY 18
WEDNEDAY

FAITHI N ACTION

2. Pray for a sick person this week. When an 
opportunity presents itself this week in which 
you have an interaction with a sick person,  say 
these seven words: ‘Can I pray for you right now?’ 
See what happens! More likely than not, the 
person will say ‘yes’!

3. Ask God for a prayer language (‘they will speak in 
new languages’). Read more about this gift of the 
Spirit in 1 Corinthians 14 and pray to see if God 
wants to give you this gift.



DAY 19
THURSDAY

PSALM

Scripture: Psalm 96:1-3 (NLT)
(1) Sing a new song to the Lord!
    Let the whole earth sing to the Lord!
(2) Sing to the Lord; praise his name.
    Each day proclaim the good news that he saves.
(3) Publish his glorious deeds among the nations.
    Tell everyone about the amazing things he does.

Questions for reflection: 
Do you proclaim the good news to those around 
you? If not, what keeps you from doing it?



DAY 20
FRIDAY

DEVOTIONAL

Scripture: Mark 16:15-18 (NLT)

Devotional:
As believers, we are called to be both proclaimers 
and demonstrators of the gospel. To go and tell 
the good news, and to make sure that our lives 
reflect what that really means. However, we can’t 
proclaim and we can’t demonstrate about God 
what we haven’t experienced personally in our 
relationship with him. 

Proclaiming the good news of the gospel isn’t 
strictly about telling others about Jesus. It involves 
our own proclaiming of that in our homes, in our 
quiet times with God, and in the many other ways 
we spend our time. Demonstrating that involves 
living our lives in a way that points back to Jesus. 
Being baptized, prioritizing time in God’s word, 
in fellowship with other believers, serving in the 
community, bringing your new neighbor a meal, 
and the list goes on and on.

In what ways are you proclaiming and 
demonstrating the good news that are unseen? 
What ways are seen by others? 

If you died tomorrow, would others say they knew 
you loved Jesus? That your life reflected the very

***Continue on Next Page***



DAY 20
FRIDAY

DEVOTIONAL

essence of who he is and who he called you to be? 
Jesus’ call on our lives to ‘go’ is no small task. It is 
one of great adventures — no doubt!

Exercise:
Take some time to reflect on the ways your life 
proclaims and demonstrates the good news, both 
publicly and privately. Ask God to give you fresh 
eyes for how to proclaim your love for Jesus to 
someone you might come in contact with this 
week. Ask for courage to be a proclaimer and a 
demonstrator of God’s good news, and not your 
own agenda. Spend some time praying for his 
spirit to meet with you now.



DAY 21
SATURDAY

EXAMEN

Scripture: Mark 16:15-18 (NLT)

1. How did you see God move this week?

2. What things did God invite you into this week 
and how did you respond?

3. What things did God talk to you about this 
week? What stuck out to you?

4. Where were you challenged by what Jesus said?

5. How did/can you grow?


